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This project is funded under the EPA Research Programme 2014-2020. The EPA Research Programme is a Government of Ireland initiative funded by
the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment. It is administered by the Environmental Protection Agency, which has the
statutory function of co-ordinating and promoting environmental research
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What's the issue?

The Government’s National Risk Assessment 2019 highlighted climate change as one of the nation’s
highest strategic priorities. Significant research and policy development work has occurred in
Ireland to identify the linkages between Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and Climate Change Adaptation
(CCA). The links and dependencies are reflected in a range of Irish policies such as the Strategic
Emergency Management (SEM) Framework, National Adaptation Framework and Local Authorities’
adaptation strategies.

However, the integration of DRR and CCA policies and practices into emergency and risk management
systems can be challenging, in areas such as:

e Integration and coordination of DRR and CCA across sectors;

e Integration and coordination of DRR and CCA within and between multiple levels of government;

e Achieving a universal understanding of terminology, such as resilience, risk and vulnerability, across
systems and policy areas;

e Facilitating the participation of vulnerable groups;

e Establishing coherent systems for measurement and financing of risk reduction and adaptation.

e Creating systems to risk-proof investment in sectors vulnerable to climate-induced extreme
events.

The EPA has funded the MaREI Centre and the UCC School of Law to undertake research over the
coming 12 months to assist key stakeholders in further integrating DRR and CCA in planning for risk
management in the most vulnerable sectors and communities
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What will the project do?

Our objective is to help relevant institutions to further climate-proof the emergency planning and risk
management systems in Ireland to the increasing risks of extreme events. The research will address
the national policy and decision-making processes, as well as the local and regional planning and
response mechanisms. The research will provide guidance and recommendations to address critical
gaps, identified by the key stakeholders, in the medium- to longer-term, looking beyond the five-yearly
National Risk Assessment process.

Who are the stakeholder
groups heeded for
comprehensive disaster risk
management in Ireland?
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Key Messages

1. Climate change will impact the patterns, frequency and intensity of extreme weather events in
Ireland. So, there is a need to further develop understanding of the linkages and interactions
between climate change adaptation and DRR/emergency planning to address and reconcile potential
vulnerabilities of local communities and sectors to extreme events and determine pathways to
resilience over time.
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Climate Change Adaptation Structures
CAROs and partners

2. Finding solutions to how climate change will impact short-term extreme events must be done
through engagement with a wide range of stakeholders. Providing a voice for local knowledge
and expertise of vulnerable and at-risk groups to feed into national decisions is just as important as
good national governance and guidance on impacts and opportunities being delivered in a timely
and accessible way.

3. Further integration of the SEM and CCA communities will help to more effectively reduce
future risks by identifying gaps in coordination and avoiding duplication of effort across sectors and
institutions.

For more information or to participate:
. L. , L. . Enhancing Integration of Distaster Risk and Climate Change
Martin Le Tissier (co-P.l.) martin.letissier@ucc.ie Adaptation into Irish Emergency Planning
Dug Cubie (co-P.l.) d.cubie@ucc.ie
Peter Medway (R.S.0.) peter.medway@ucc.ie
#Enhancinglntegration, #lrelandEmergencyPlanning

DISCLAIMER: Although every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the material contained in this project brief, complete accuracy cannot be
guaranteed. Neither the Environmental Protection Agency nor the authors accept any responsibility whatsoever for loss or damage occasioned or
claimed to have been occasioned, in part or in full, as a consequence of any person acting or refraining from acting, as a result of a matter contained in
this project brief.



