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INTRO

The SDGs are a global drive to achieve human development
goals without compromising the integrity and stability of the
planetary system to provide for future generations. It is in
this context that the SDGs4l project explores these global
aspirations against national goals in Ireland. Understanding
the nature of interactions between SDGs and targets -
negative and positive - and their implication for coherent
planning and efficient policy design in Ireland to reflect
national context, perspectives and priorities is important.

RATIONALE

The SDGs4l project provides a space to explore the utility
and application of Ireland’s SDG implementation plan to
support policy coherence for sustainable development in
Ireland and;

1. Integrate policy analysis: to ensure that proposed policies,
programmes and targets are supportive of nationally tailored
SDGs;

2. Coordinate institutional mechanisms: to create formal
partnerships across sectoral line departments and agencies;
3. Integrate modelling: to help clarify and articulate the
interconnected system of goals and targets and to analyse
and inform key policies, programs and projects for their
impact on nationally tailored SDGs.

The project focusses on how environmental features of the
SDGs support social and economic goals in Ireland, and
which are important in the context of national, regional and
international responsibilities and obligations for Ireland:

1. Biodiversity - ensuring that natural resources are properly
harnessed and protected are key to the success of the
United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
and provides benefits to all sectors of society in Ireland.

1. Climate Action — addressing climate change and its
impacts are integral to successfully achieving all SDGs and
will particularly impact the way the environment supports
social and economic objectives in Ireland.

APPROACH

The "lIdentifying Interactions for SDG Implementation in
Ireland” project approach aims to evaluate the alignment of
current Government of Ireland policy to the SDGs and a tool
to analyse policy inter-linkages across economic, social and
environmental areas, including the identification of synergies
and trade-offs.
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improve awareness of synergies
and trade-offs posed by the

relationship and interactions

between SDG Goals and Targets

with national policy priorities.
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Figure 1. The 7-point scoring scheme that is used to complete the matrix of interactions. The matrix can explore the relationship
between SDGs and SDG Targets to determine where areas of complementarity or contradiction occur. The matrix can also be used to
explore how SDGs and Policy intersect to explore if policies from different sources acting on the same SDG area lead to supportive
economic, social and environmental outcomes or not. Source: International Science Council and Stockholm Environment Institute.
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Well functioning ecosystems are Goal 2. A rich biodiversity is the Goal 3. Functioning ecosystems
relevant to achieve all the Goals, foundation of food security. Crop help mitigate the spread and
exemplified here with reference varieties and animal breeds are impact of certain types of air, water
" based on genetic diversity, and and soil pollution. Many medicines
Fo targets that are especially biodiversity upholds basic functions originate from natural substances.
important. such as pollination, soil fertility and Avaried diet from a diversity of
pest control. (See targets 2.1, 2.3, crops and animals is more nutritio-

*Read more about the targets at: un.org/sustainable- 24,25&2.a) us. (See target 3.9)
development/sustainable-development-goals

Goal 1. Biodiversity is crucial for all

humanity and essential for the poorest 1 :gm“ ﬁ“,,?%"[{ﬂ,'gm
as it contributes directly to economic

development and local livelihoods. e oo o

(See targets 1.4 & 1.5) M.lﬂl
L)

Goal 7. Biofuels and hydropower

investments increase access to clean

energy but can put pressure on - N DECENT WORK AND
biodiversity and ecosystems. ! / ECONOMIC GROWTH

(See target 7.2) I
sl

Goal 8. Biodiversity and ecosystem
services are crucial for long-term
sustainable economic growth. il
(See targets 8.4 &8.9)
13 CLIMATE 14 LIFE BELOW
ACTION WATER
Goal 9. Many future innovations will be
nature based. Biodiversity and healthy
ecosystems provide cost-effective
natural infrastructure, such as wetlands
for bio-filtration and improved water
quality, or forests for storm and water
management. (See targets 9.1, 9.4, 9.5 &

9.2) Goal 13. Biodiversity and ecosystem Goal 14. This goal explicitly deals

services have a key role in mitigating with marine and coastal ecosys-
and adapting to climate change. tems and biodiversity. Sound
Mainstreaming them in Nationally management of these ecosys-
Determined Contributions (NDCs) tems is essential for the sustai-
under the UNFCCC offers an opportuni-  nable use of ocean resources.
ty. (See targets 13.1, 13.a & 13.b) (See all targets under Goal 14)

Goal 4. Addressing the drivers of Goal 5. Understanding the different Goal 6. Biodiversity and healthy ecosystems

biodiversity loss requires behavioural roles of men and women is essenti- contribute to the provision of clean drinking

change; awareness and learning al when working with natural water and regulate water availability, inclu-

about the values of biodiversity are resources. Strengthening women’s ding during the extremes of drought and

therefore important. (See targets 4.7 rights and access to natural flood. Natural water infrastructure including

&4.b) resources are often critical for food the conservation and restoration of ecosys-

security. (See targets 5.1, 5.5 & 5.a) tems, such as forested watersheds and

wetlands, is part of an integrated approach
to water management. (See targets 6.3, 6.4,
6.5&6.6)

QUALITY GENDER Goal 10. Analysis of who benefits from

EDUCATION EQUALITY ecosystems, and who bears the burden of
negative impacts, is needed to reduce
inequality within and among countries.
(See targets 10.1, 10.2, 10.5, 10.6 & 10.b)

Goal 11. Biodiversity and ecosystem services
are essential in urban planning, underpinning

10 :(;ili)l:lﬁllts SUSTAINABLE CITIES RESPORSIBLE functions such as water and food supply,
regulating temperature, and reducing
flooding and other disaster risks. Nature-ba-
sed solutions will become increasingly
important as the world's urban population
rapidly grows. (See targets 11.3,11.4,11.7,
11.a&11.b)

16 PEACE AND JUSTICE 17 PARTNERSHIPS Goal 12. Healthy ecosystems provide us witt
STRGRS BSTITOTINS FORTHE GOALS ecosystem services that are the basis for
W sustainable consumption and production.
z Sustainable consumption and production is
A also needed in order to ensure their
L

long-term availability. (See targets 12.2, 12.4,
- 12.8&12.a)

Goal 15. This goal explicitly deals Goal 16. Most poor people’s Goal 17. The Addis Ababa Action Agenda on
with terrestrial ecosystems and livelihoods depend on access to Financing for Development refers to the CBD
biodiversity. Achievement of this natural resources. Equity in and its strategy for resource mobilisation tha
Goal underpins success for all access to these benefits, and to includes phasing out harmful subsidies, and
the SDGs. (See all targets under justice and accountable institu- introducing positive incentives and mecha-
Goal 15) tions, are vital to exercise rights to nisms such as Payment for Ecosystem
food, water, etc. (See targets 16.3, Services, Green Markets, and synergies with
16.5, 16.6, 16.7 & 16.8) climate financing, along with safeguards
considering e.g. access to resources and
livelihoods. (See e.g. target 17.7)
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