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The Assistance Mechanism for Implementation of MSP in EU

• EU-wide MSP Assistance Mechanism provides support to EU Member States and DG MARE in the implementation of the EU MSP Directive

• Funded by the European Commission DG for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries and the European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment

Executive Agency (CINEA)

• A dedicated team of MSP experts + Provision of a Sub-regional Focal Point Service

• European MSP Platform: msp-platform.eu – an interactive information gateway

• Member States Question & Answer service

• Technical studies – filling identified knowledge gaps

• Provision of targeted and bespoke training and capacity building

• Organisation of MSP Expert Working Group Meetings

• Support to the Technical Expert Group on Data for MSP

Team

Brussels Office

Sea basin focal points

- North Sea: Patrycja Enet

- Baltic Sea: Kristina Veidemane

- Atlantic: Frederick Herpers

- West Med: Yves Henocque, Marta Pascual 

- East Med: Stella Kyvelou

- Black Sea: Nikolay Valchev, Natașa Vaidianu
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The North Sea characteristics

• One of the most intensively used seas

• The Blue Growth potential of the North Sea area represents 
approx. 30% of the EU total 

• Region with numerous strong economies

• Cultural traditions related to sea and cooperation
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The North Sea is crowded: intensity of use of marine areas

Source: Seminar Sharing National MSP Practices Worldwide: Germany (2021), Federal Maritime and Hydrographic Agency (BSH) 
Source: Seminar Sharing National MSP Practices Worldwide: The Netherlands (2021), Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management

Germany

Denmark

Belgium

The Netherlands

Windfarms: existing and planned
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Technologies and innovative approaches: 
artificial islands, energy islands, multi-uses, hydrogen pipelines

The Netherlands
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MSP in the North Sea - The state of affairs in EU waters: 
Belgium - The Netherlands - Germany - Denmark

North Sea

The Netherlands Germany

France

Sweden

Norway

Belgium

UK

More information:  www.msp-platform.eu
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The North Sea: bordering countries

North Sea

The Netherlands Germany

France

Sweden

Belgium

Norway

UK

Norway
UK

France Sweden
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EU MSP Directive I The MSP process: example from Germany

Source: Communicating MSP (2020), European MSP Platform

Source: Seminar Sharing National MSP Practices Worldwide: Germany (2021), German Federal Maritime and Hydrographic Agency (BSH) 
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Transboundary MSP in the North Sea

North Sea

The Netherlands Germany

France

Sweden

Belgium

Norway

UK

Ireland

Atlantic

• Transboundary context
• Transboundary issues
• Transboundary challenges 
• Transboundary opportunities for collaboration
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Transboundary context in the North Sea 

• EU context

• International context

• Sectoral context

• Pressures-footprints context

North Sea

The Netherlands Germany

France

Sweden

Belgium

Norway

UK

Ireland

Atlantic
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Transboundary collaboration in the North Sea

• Sea-basin collaboration
• Bilateral collaboration
• Sectoral collaboration
• OSPAR collaboration

❑ Cross-border consultation in steps of the MSP process

❑ Coherency at sea basin level (Large Marine Ecosystem)

North Sea Shipping 
Cooperation
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Transboundary knowledge exchange and collaboration in 
EU-funded projects and initiatives in the North Sea 

Full list of projects:  
www.msp-platform.eu

EU-funded research projects:

EU-funded regional projects in the North Sea:

EU-funded initiatives on data for MSP:

Examples of EU-funded projects and initiatives:

Starts in 2021
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The North Sea: the Wadden Sea islands World Heritage Site 
(UNESCO) - The Trilateral Wadden Sea Cooperation

https://www.waddensea-worldheritage.org/ SIMAtlantic Final Conference - 15/09/2021 - P.Enet - 13

Loss of containers from MSC Zoe, 2019

https://www.waddensea-worldheritage.org/


The Netherlands: Agenda for the Wadden Region 2050, 
The North Sea Programme (2022-2027)

The North Sea Programme
2022-2027

The Wadden coast The Wadden islands

The Wadden Sea

The Eems Estuary
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Transboundary experiences in the North Sea: 
Summary of Opportunities & Lessons learned

North Sea

The Netherlands Germany
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Belgium

Norway
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Ireland

Atlantic

Transboundary connecting with neighbouring states and further across the sea basin:

• Similar issues enhancing transboundary collaboration and coordination
• Institutional collaboration and coordination, decision making processes
• Ensuring coherence and coordination of MSP across the sea basin
• Learning in MSP projects, sectoral exchange
• Generated knowledge to inform decision-making processes in planning
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Thank you!

Patrycja Enet 

northsea@msp-platform.eu

https://www.msp-platform.eu/

https://www.msp-platform.eu/
https://www.msp-platform.eu/
https://www.msp-platform.eu/
https://vimeo.com/542082307/8e49e3da04

